
THE CRITICAL ESSAY & BUDDHIST SONG WRITING COMPETITION 
 
 

 
 
The Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
University of Ruhuna organizes a critical essays and Buddhist song writing competition for the 



2565th Vesak festival. These competitions will be held for Internal undergraduate students of 
Ruhuna University under two categories. Accordingly, one competition section will be held for 
the first and second year students and the other competition section for the third and fourth year 
students. Essay titles are given on the theme of 'Social Engaged Buddhism' relevant to 
contemporary Buddhist studies. 

Objectives 

This competition opens to undergraduate students of University of Ruhuna.  There are two main 
objectives of this competition, to develop the critical knowledge of social engaged Buddhism and 
to develop creative skills of students. 

         Gaining knowledge of modern social issues and the applicability of practical 
Buddhism. 
         Understanding of various aspects of the field of Buddhist studies. 
         Developing students' thinking, reasoning and creativity. 

Here are the main objectives.   

Competition Organizing 

         Essay topics for first and second year students 
o   නɫකරණය සහ Ȭǐ දහම 
(Modernization and Buddhism) 
o   Ȭǐ දහම සහ සමාජ ආචාර ධමə 
(Buddhism and Social Ethics) 
o   ෙȝාෙතස්තǦත Ȭǐ දහම සහ නව ȝවණතා 
(Protestant Buddhism and New Trends) 
  
  
         Essay topics for third and fourth year students 
o   ɼ ලංකාෙɩ ජනවාගəිකƮවය සහ Ȭǐ දහම 
(Ethnicity and Buddhism in Sri Lanka) 
o   ආගම සහ ඓහෙලෟûකකරණෙɏ Ǫතන අනනɕතාව 
(Religion and Modern Identity of the Secularization) 
o   ɼ ලාංෙúය සංස්කෘƯය ෙකෙරʏ ෙබෟǊධාගȽක බලපෑම 
(Buddhist Influence of Culture in Sri Lanka) 
  
         Students can create Buddhist songs for any topic. 

Essays and song-writings will be examined by a judge panel appointed by the Department of Pali 
and Buddhist Studies. The Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies will award a certificate of 
first, second and third places of the competition. 



Conditions 

         Only one topic should be selected for critical essays and the word limit  should be 
between 2000-2500. 
         A Buddhist song should be composed based on a chosen topic related to Buddhism. 
         One student can participate in both critical essay and song-writing competitions. 
         The name of the competitor, registration number, faculty, department and a 
contact  number should be clearly stated. 
         Essays and songs (written documents) should be sent by e-mail or registered mail to 
the Department of  Pali and Buddhist Studies on or before 20th June 2021. 

Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies 

Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences 

University of Ruhuna 

Matara 81000 

Sri Lanka 

vesakessay@gmail.com 
 

 


